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Since the death of Asa Gray, in 1887, no American botanist has been 
accorded quite the esteem in which Professor Far low was held. As with 
Bornet, this was due even more to a large influential acquaintance and a 
recognized conservative well-informed sanity in judgment, than to volume 
or importance of the publications of his later life. Indeed, for some years 
past he has been rather hesitant about putting into print things that he 
knew better than others — possibly through the realization of age, that 
nothing is really finished even when an expert gets to the end of what he 
can do with it; that sometime or other somebody else can go as far; and 
that in any event somebody else will have to start again at the beginning, 
sometime or other. 

Merely to possess a large acquaintanceship does not mean necessarily 
that a man will be liked or admired or respected. Professor Farlow's 
personality was such that with few and unimportant exceptions the many 
who had the privilege of knowing him liked and admired and respected 
him to an unusual degree. His character and talent and learning were 
such as to command affection, admiration, and respect. If either attribute 
was ever withheld by a colleague or acquaintance it was because of an utter 
failure to understand his nature, which did not court praise or deference and 
sometimes in an effort to escape one or the other prompted a seeming 
cynicism or levity which was as unreal as it was ready and brilliant. 

Dr. Farlow was characterized not only by an artistic temperament but 
by unusual quickness of perception and response. Those who knew him 
best were likely to hesitate before engaging him in even the most friendly 
of bantering encounters: but his tongue was not sharp for those of whom 
he disapproved, and when he wanted to bring a thing into question he had 
the art of doing it by some most inoffensive but nevertheless unmistakable 
anecdote or figure of speech. 

Men who enlist the interest of others differ greatly in the way in which 
they communicate their own enthusiasm. Gray bubbled over with it as 
he worked and talked. Farlow was much less effusive, but those who were 

1 Prepared at the request of the council of the Botanical Society of America. 
The Journal for April (7: 125-172) was issued May 20, 1920.] 
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privileged to know him and study under his supervision saw his manifest 
interest in their work and imbibed some of his unobtrusive enthusiasm 
over his own work. It is unlikely that any student who came near enough 
to him in space or age or mentality really to know him, remembers him more 
vividly in any respect than as a kind friend — observant, thoughtful, and 
helpful, but with a tact that prevented any impression that he saw the need 
of the help that he gave. 

In the history of American botany, Professor Farlow figures as the 
personality through whom thallophytes passed into the field of college 
botany. Classic work had been done on them by men not filling college 
chairs, and voluminous work of lasting va ue continues to be done by such 
men: but it was his privilege to teach as well as to investigate in this field. 
He considered himself a botanist rather than a phycologist or a mycologist, 
and he never called himself a phytopathologist, 

Many of his published papers deal with the algae, and his opinion on 
our seaweeds was taken everywhere and always as authoritative ; but he did 
not train many men in their study. When his own opportunity to work 
under a master came, it was the fungi that he elected, and De Bary to whom 
he went; and his greatest service as a teacher and an investigator was 
rendered in this special field of botany, out of which the half -segregated 
practical applications of plant pathology evolved during his lifetime. 

Though never very robust, and subject to frequent distressing if not 
serious ailments, Dr. Farlow was an indefatigable worker and an insatiable 
reader — never satisfied with what somebody said that somebody else had 
said. During the later years of his life he was freed from the burden of 
teaching, but compelled to shoulder a business responsibility involving the 
administration of large financial interests. He neither had nor apparently 
wished the relaxation commonly considered the due of a septuagenarian. 
Like the friend and mentor of his youth, Asa Gray, he died in the harness; 
and the great herbarium and library that he has left to Harvard University 
with a liberal endowment will keep in memory the debt of his Alma Mater 
and of the botanical world to him, our foremost authority on the thallo- 
phytes, as effectively as the greatest student of American flowering plants 
is commemorated in the Gray Herbarium of the same institution. 

The traits which marked Professor Farlow's mature and professional 
life were forecast in his descent and development. He was born and 
educated in Boston. His parents were of New England stock, and his 
father in addition to being a successful business man was active in public 
service and a supporter of horticultural and musical organizations. As a 
student he was as brilliantly diverting as his intimates found him to be in 
later life, with a penchant for natural history. He graduated from Harvard 
College in 1866 and from the Harvard Medical School in 1870, and for the 
next two years assisted Professor Gray in the botanical department of the 
college. The next two years were spent in Europe, partly in travel and 
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partly as a graduate student at Strasbourg. For several years after his 
return home he taught in the Bussey Institution of Harvard University as 
assistant professor of botany; but from 1879 until his retirement from 
active service in 1896 he taught in Cambridge, with the title of professor of 
cryptogamic botany, which he held up to the time of his death, when he had 
become the senior member of the faculty. 

Publications 

The following list of Dr. Farlow's publications has been prepared from 
memoranda furnished by Mr. A. P. D. Piguet and is as nearly complete as 
it has been possible to make it, except that none of his numerous reviews of 
books and articles have been included. 

1 87 1. Cuban seaweeds. Amer. Nat. 5: 201. 

1872. Marine algae. Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 14: 64. 

1873. List of the seaweeds or marine algae of the south coast of New 

England. Rept. U. S. Fish Comm. 1 871-2: 281. 

1874. Notes from the journal of a botanist in Europe I. Amer. Nat. 

8:1. II. Amer. Nat. 8: 112. III. Amer. Nat. 8: 295. 
An asexual growth from the prothallus of Pteris cretica. Bot. Zeit. 

32: 181. 
The same. Quart. Journ. Micr. Sci. II, 14: 266. 
An asexual growth from the prothallus of Pteris serrulata. Proc. 

Amer. Acad. Arts and Sci. 9: 68. 

1875. List of the marine algae of the United States, with notes of new and 

imperfectly known species. Proc. Amer. Acad. 10: 351. 
The potato rot. Bull. Bussey Inst. 1: 319-338. 

1876. Gustave Thuret. Journ. Bot. 14: 4. 

Fungi heaped up in pines by squirrels. Amer. Nat. 10: 112. 

On a disease of olive and orange trees occurring in California in the 

spring of 1875. Bull. Bussey Inst. 1: 404. Abstr. in Journ. Bot. 

14: 287. 
The same. Monthly Micr. Journ. 16: ill. 
The same. Amer. Journ. Sci. Ill, 12: 37. 

On the American grape vine mildew. Bull. Bussey Inst. 1 : 415. 
Synopsis of the Peronosporeae of the United States. Bull. Bussey 

Inst. 1 : 426. 
List of fungi found in the vicinity of Boston. Bull. Bussey Inst. 

1 : 430. 
The black knot. Bull. Bussey Inst. 1 : 440. 
University instruction in botany. Amer. Nat. 10: 287. 
Spores of Blodgettia confervoides . Amer. Naturalist 10: 428. 
Algae; in Contributions to the natural history of Kerguelen Island. 

Part II. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. 3: 30. 
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List of the marine algae of the United States. Rept. U. S. Fish 
Comm. 1875: 1. 

Algae: in Report on a peculiar condition of the water supplied to 
the city of Boston 1875-76, by Professor Nichols, Dr. Farlow, and 
Mr. Burgess. Rept. Cochituate Water Board, Boston 1876: 10. 

1877. Remarks on some algae found in the water supplies of the city of 

Boston. Bull. Bussey Inst. 2, pt. 1 : 75. 
Botany; pp. CLXXV-CLXXX, in Annual Record of Science and 

Industry for 1876. 
Notes on some common diseases caused by fungi. Bull. Bussey 

Inst. 2: 106. 
On some algae new to the United States. Proc. Amer. Acad. 12 : 235. 
Onion smut. Rept. Mass. Board Agr. 1876, pt. 2: 164. 
Report on matters connected with the Boston water supply. Rept. 

Water Board, Boston 1877: 4. 

1878. On the synonymy of some species of Uredineae. Proc. Amer. Acad. 

13:251. 
Diseases of fruit-bearing trees. Rept. Mass. Board Agr. 1877: 218. 

1879. Botany: in Annual Record of Science and Industry (editor S. F. 

Baird) 1878. Also in other volumes. 
Diseases of forest trees. Trans. Mass. Hort. Soc. 1879: 44. 
List of algae collected at points in Cumberland Sound during the 

autumn of 1877. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. 15: 169. 
The sea weeds of Salt Lake. Preliminary report. Amer. Nat. 13 : 

701. 

1880. On the nature of the peculiar reddening of salted codfish during the 

summer season. Rept. U. S. Fish Comm. 1878: 969. 

The Gymnosporangia or cedar apples of the United States. Anni- 
versary Memoirs Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. pp. 1-38. 

On some impurities of drinking water caused by vegetable growths. 
Rept. Mass. Board of Health, Lunacy, and Charity, 1 : Suppl. 131. 

1881. Unusual habitat of a Coprinus. Bull. Torrey Club 8: 67. 
Note on Laminariae. Bull. Torrey Club 8: 67. 

Notes on Gymnosporangia. Bull. Torrey Club 8: 85. 

In Burnett, S. M.: Otomyces purpureus (Wreden) in the human ear. 

Archives of Otology, 10: 324. 
In Remsen, I. : Report on a peculiar condition of the water of Boston 

in November, 1881. City of Boston, Document 143 (1881): 15. 
An account of recent progress in botany (for the years 1879 and 

1880). Smithsonian Rept. 1880: 313. 

1882. The marine algae of New England and adjacent coast. Rept. U. S. 

Fish Comm. 1879: 1-2 10. Separates publ. in 1881. 
American grape mildew in Europe. Bot. Gaz. 7: 30. 
Grape mildew. Bot. Gaz. 7: 42. 
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Notes on New England algae. Bull. Torrey Club 9: 65. 

Swarm spores of Closterium. Amer. Monthly Micr. Journ. 3: 118. 

1883. Notes on fresh-water algae. Bot. Gaz. 8: 224. 

Notes on some species in the third and eleventh centuries of Ellis's 

North American Fungi. Proc. Amer. Acad. 18: 65. 
Note on Phallus togatus, Kalchb. Bot. Gaz. 8: 258. 
Cryptogams; in Watson, S.: List of plants from southwestern 

Texas and northern Mexico, collected chiefly by Dr. E. Palmer in 

1879-80. Proc. Amer. Acad. 18: 190. 
Notes on some Ustilagineae of the United States. Bot. Gaz. 8: 271. 
Additional note on Ustilagineae. Bot. Gaz. 8: 318. 
Botrytis Rileyi Farlow; in Riley, C. V. : Report of the entomologist. 

Rept. U. S. Dept. Agr. 1883: 121. 
Enumeration of the Peronosporeae of the United States. Bot. Gaz. 

8:305, 327. 
An account of progress in botany in the year 1881. Smithsonian 
Rept. 1 881: 391. 

1884. Notes on the cryptogamic flora of the White Mountains. Appa- 

lachia 3: 232. 
Additions to the Peronosporeae of the United States. Bot. Gaz. 9: 

37. 
Maladies des morues seches. Rev. Mycol. 6: 197. 
The spread of epidemic diseases in plants. Proc. Amer. Assoc. 

Adv. Sci. 32: 307. 
An account of the progress of botany in the year 1882. Smithsonian 

Rept. 1882: 551. 
Notes on a fungus parasitic on a species of Potamogeton. Trans. 

Ottawa Field Naturalists' Club 2: 127. 

1885. Notes on Fungi. Bot. Gaz. 10: 219. 

The Synchytria of the United States. Bot. Gaz. 10: 235. 

A new locality for Nelumbium. Bull. Torrey Club 12: 40. 

Notes on some injurious fungi of California. Bot. Gaz. 10: 346. 
Also in Proc. Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci. 34: 300, and Proc. Soc. 
Prom. Agr. Sci. 1885: 29. 

An account of the progress of botany in the year 1883. Smithsonian 
Rept, 1883: 681. 

Lower Cryptogamia; in Ray, Lieut. P. H.: Report of the inter- 
national polar expedition to Point Barrow, Alaska 1885: 192. 

Notes on some species of Gymnosporangium and Chrysomyxa of the 
United States. Proc. Amer. Acad. 20: 311. 

1886. Botany at Harvard. Bot. Gaz. 11 : 43. 

Biological teaching in colleges. Pop. Sci. Monthly 28: 577. 

The Brothers Tulasne. Bot. Gaz. 11 : 93. 

Nostoc group (Phycochromaceae) . Bot. Gaz. 11: 149. 
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White Mountain floras; in 'The Appalachians/ White Mountain 

Echo 9: 12. 
Yeast (Saccharomycetes) . Bot. Gaz. 11: 150. 
Development of Roesteliae from Gymnosporangia. Bot. Gaz. 11: 

189. 
The development of the Gymnosporangia of the United States. 

Bot. Gaz. 11: 234. 
Puccinia malvacearum Mont, in Massachusetts. Bot. Gaz. 11: 309. 
On a supposed disease of roses caused by a fungus. Proc. Soc. Prom. 

Agr. Sci. 1886:233. 
Notes on Arctic Algae, based principally on collections made at 

Ungava Bay by Mr. L. M. Turner. Proc. Amer. Acad. 21: 469. 

1887. The task of American botanists. Pop. Sci. Monthly 31 : 305. 
Vegetable parasites and evolution. Bot. Gaz. 12: 173. Also Proc. 

Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci. 36: 233 (1888). 
H. W. Ravenel. Bot. Gaz. 12: 194. 
(With Trelease, W.) List of works on North American fungi, with 

the exception of Schizomycetes, published before 1887. Harvard 

Univ. Libr. Bull., nos. 37-38 (Bibliographical Contributions No. 

25), with Supplement: Fungi Exsiccati Am.-septentrionalis. 
Vegetable parasites of codfish. Bull. U. S. Fish Comm. 6:1. 
Aecidium on Juniperus Virginiana. Bot. Gaz. 12: 205. 

1888. Asa Gray. Bot. Gaz. 13: 49. 

Apospory in Pteris aquilina. Annals of Botany 2: 383. 
A curious vegetable growth on animals. Garden and Forest 1 : 99. 
Tubercles of leguminous roots. Garden and Forest 1: 135. 
Fungus diseases of insects. Garden and Forest 1: 159. 
The cultivation of truffles. Garden and Forest 1 : 194. 
Apical growth in Fucus. Proc. Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci. 36: 271. 
Algae and fungi; in Enumeration of the plants collected by Dr. 
H. H. Rusby in South America 1885-1886. Bull. Torrey Club 

15:183. 
Anton De Bary. Garden and Forest 1: 15. 
Siphoptychium casparyi, Rfski. Journ. Mycol. 4: 82. 
Memorial of Asa Gray. Proc. Amer. Acad. 23 .'321. 
Remarks on the collections of lichens belonging to the Boston 

Society of Natural History. Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 23 : 274. 
Notes on fungus diseases in Massachusetts in 1888. Proc. Soc. 

Prom. Agr. Sci. 1888: 25. 
A supplemental list of works on North American fungi. Harvard 

University Library Bibliographical Contributions no. 31. 
Asa Gray. Ber. Deutsch. Bot. Gesell. 6: XXXI. 
(With Seymour, A. B.) A provisional host index of the fungi of 

the United States. Part I, Polypetalae. Cambridge, Mass. 
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1889. On some new and imperfectly known algae of the United States. I. 

Bull. Torrey Club 16: 1. 
White huckleberries. Garden and Forest 2: 50. 
Leaf spots on greenhouse plants. Garden and Forest 2 : 66. 
Appendix to the paper on the life history of Macrosporium para- 

siticum, Thiim. by Kingo Miyabe. Ann. Bot. 3:26. 
Notes on fungi. Bot. Gaz. 14: 187. 
Miles Joseph Berkeley. Garden and Forest 2: 410. 

1890. (With Seymour, A. B.) A provisional host index of the fungi of the 

United States. Part II. Cambridge, Mass., 1890. 
Poisonous action of Clathrus columnatus. Bot. Gaz. 15: 45. 
Curious case of germination in Citrus decumana. Bot. Gaz. 16: 179. 
Leo Lesquereux. Proc. Amer. Acad. 25: 320. 
Botany at the University of Montpellier. Garden and Forest 3 : 378. 

1891. Karl Wilhelm von Naegeli. Proc. Amer. Acad. 26: 376. 
Diseases of trees likely to follow from mechanical injuries. Trans. 

Mass. Hort. Soc. 1891: 140. 
(With Seymour, A. B.) A provisional host index of the fungi of the 
United States. Part III. Cambridge, Mass., 1891. 

1892. Dr. Mayr on the parasitic fungi of North American forest trees. 

Garden and Forest 5: 37. 
Notes on collections of cryptogams from the higher mountains of 

New England. Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 25: 387. 
Notes on fungi; in Sargent, C. S.: The Silva of North America. 

Under fifty-six host genera, 1 891-1898. 
Diseases of mushrooms. Garden and Forest 5 : 590. 

1893. The rose of Jericho. Garden and Forest 6: 23. 

The ginger-beer plant. Garden and Forest 6: 50 (editorial). 
Notes on some algae in the herbarium of the Long Island Historical 

Society. Bull. Torrey Club 20: 107. 
White huckleberries. Garden and Forest 6: 363. Also in Agr. Sci. 

7:368. 
Alphonse de Candolle. Proc. Amer. Acad. 28: 406. 

1894. Notes for mushroom-eaters. Garden and Forest I, 7: 32; 11,7:43; 

111,7:52; IV, 7:63; V, 7:72; VI, 7:82. 

1895. Note on Agaricus amygdalinus, M. A. Curtis. Proc. Boston Soc. 

Nat. Hist. 26: 356. 
Mimicry of fungi in insects. Bot. Gaz. 20: 547. 
Memoir of Edward Tuckerman. Nat. Acad. Sci. Biographical 

Mem. 3: 17. 
Biographical memoir of Asa Gray. Nat. Acad. Sci. Biographical 

Mem. 3: 161. 
Thallophyta and Bryophyta; in Bryant, H. G.: The Peary auxiliary 

expedition of 1894. Bull. Geogr. Club Philadelphia 1, Append. C: 

208. 
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1896. Fungi; in Rusby, H. H.: On the collections of Mr. Miguel Bang in 

Bolivia. Part III. Mem. Torrey Club 6: 130. 
A sketch of cryptogamic botany at Harvard University, 1 874-1 896. 
Cambridge, Mass., 1896. 

1897. Botany; in The Smithsonian Institution 1846-1896, the history of 

its first half century. G. B. Goode, editor. Washington, 1897. 
Poisonous mushrooms. Garden and Forest 10: 467. 
Algae; in Trelease, W. ; Botanical observations in the Azores. 

Rept. Mo. Bot. Garden 8: 188, 195. 

1898. Botany: Marine algae; in Grabau, A. W., and Woodman, J. E.: 

Guide to localities illustrating the geology, marine zoology, and 
botany of the vicinity of Boston. A.A.A.S. P. 97. Fiftieth An- 
niversary Meeting. -, 

Basidiolicheries and Basidiomycetes ; in Hitchcock, A. S : List of 
cryptogams collected in the Bahamas, Jamaica, and Grand Cay- 
man. Rept. Mo. Bot. Gard. 9: 115. 

Some edible and poisonous fungi. Bull. U. S. Dept. Agric, Div. 
Veg. Phys. and Pathol. 15: 453; also in Yearbook U. S. Dept. 
Agric. 1897:453. 

The conception of species as affected by recent investigations on 
fungi. Amer. Nat. 33: 675; also in Proc. Amer. Assoc. Adv. Sci. 

47:383. 

1899. Three undescribed Californian algae. Erythea 8: 73. 
Poisoning by Agaricus illudens. Rhodora 1 : 43. 

1900. Address of the president before the American Society of Naturalists, 

at New Haven, Conn., 28 Dec, 1899. Science n.s. 11: 11. 
Botanical bibliography. Bot. Gaz. 29: 64. 

1901. (With MacDougal, D. T., and von Schrenk, H.) Report of the 

committee on securing better reviews of botanical literature. 
Pamphlet. 

1902. Fungi; in Delabarre, E. B.: Report of the Brown-Harvard expedi- 

tion to Nachvak, Labrador, in the year 1900. Bull. Philad. Geogr. 

Soc. 3: 201. 
Thallophytes and Musci ; in Robinson, B. L. : Flora of the Galapagos 

Islands. Proc. Amer. Acad. 38: 82, 102. 
Boletus betula and B. Russelli; in Lloyd, C. G.: Mycological notes, 

no. 11. 
Hypocrea alutacea; in Lloyd, C. G.: Mycological notes, no. 11. 

1905. Bibliographical index of North American fungi, vol. 1, pt. 1, pp. 

xxxiv + 312. Carnegie Institution of Washington, Publ. 8. 
Myxomycetes; in Coker, W. C: Vegetation of the Bahama Islands 
(Special publ. from The Bahama Islands, G. B. Shattuck editor). 
Geogr. Soc. Baltimore, p. 242. 

1906. The popular conception of the scientific man at the present day. 

Science n.s. 23: 1. 
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List of works of Job Bicknell Ellis. Issued August, 1906 (From list 
of works on North American fungi, revised edition). 
1908. Notes on fungi I. Rhodora 10: 9. 
1910. Jane Loring Gray. Rhodora 12: 41. 

(With Atkinson, G. F.) The botanical congress at Brussels. 

Science n.s. 32: 104; also in Bot. Gaz. 50: 220. 
A consideration of the Species Plantarum of Linnaeus as a basis for 
the starting point of the nomenclature of cryptogams. Amer. Nat. 

44:385. 

1912. Notes on the chestnut blight. The Pennsylvania Chestnut Blight 

Conference, p. 70. 
The fungus of the chestnut tree blight. Science n.s. 35: 717. 

191 3. The change from the old .to the new botany in the United States. 

Science n.s. 37: 79. 

1914. The vegetation of the Sargasso Sea. Proc. Amer. Philos. Soc. 53: 

257. 
Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker. Proc. Amer. Philos. Soc. 53 : Minutes, 

p. xv. 
1916. Rhododendron maximum in New Hampshire. Rhodora 18: 25. 
The marine algae of the Pacific. Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 2: 424. 
Montia sibirica in Massachusetts. Rhodora 18: 240. 
Jean Baptiste Edouard Bornet. Proc. Amer. Acad. 51: 852. 



